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Working Scientifically: Science Vocabulary for children to know and understand. 
 

Reception Year 1 and Year 2 

From their experiences 

Recognise 

Name 

Identify 

Observe 

Draw 

State 

Sort and group 

Compare similarities and differences 

Simple descriptions 

Link cause and effect – because 

Record 

Sequence 

Recognise similarities and difference 

Sort in a variety of ways 

 

Year 3 and Year 4 Year 5 and Year 6 

Simple explanations 

Generalise 

Select 

Predict 

Describe 

Use keys 

Make decisions  

Apply in unfamiliar contexts 

Abstract 

Use models 

Explain how and what and why 
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